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of the staple abroad served as counters in a game of diplomacy
which sacrificed economic realities to dreams of conquest.
Fifteenth-century ' tracts for the times' advanced the claim
that her industrial resources in wool and cloth, combined
with her geographical situation, endowed England with an
instrument of diplomacy which must make the whole world
seek her friendship and goodwill. Tudor voyages of dis-
covery enlarged the vision of Englishmen ; and they revealed
to the nation its true element—the sea, as well as its true
destiny—the expansion of the English people. The process
of enlightenment was only gradual, for in consequence of the
Reformation religion emerged as a potent factor in deter-
mining the attitude of states towards one another, though
eventually it was completely superseded by the economic
factor. Indeed the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries may
be viewed as the battleground in which religious and economic
issues contended for the mastery. The Thirty Years' War
is usually regarded as the last of the religious wars ; and
certainly after the middle of the seventeenth century the
play of economic forces was less distracted by religious
feuds. Still, much earlier it is manifest that the underlying
purposes of statesmanship were being related to the achieve-
ment of economic objects. Admittedly there are cross-currents
which make the picture often appear blurred and confused.
England's foreign policy was in reality a mosaic, and its
many-patterned texture disproves the notion that English
Governments have pursued a consistent design of eco-
nomic aggrandizement abroad. Territorial security, tradi-
tional relationships, religious antipathies, trade jealousies,
the personal predilections of the sovereign, all might deflect
the course of external policy; but the economic issues
ultimately proved paramount, and only the resolution to
tolerate no military hegemony in Europe took precedence
over them.
Even a cursory glance at England's relations with the
Continent shows that the tidal forces of national self-interest
Continent, were fast asserting themselves, and that these forces were
fundamentally economic.   In the sixteenth century Spain
occupied the foreground of the picture, in the seventeenth

